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The symposium, “EAST ASIA: WHERE ARE THINGS HEADED?" is sponsored by the
generous support from the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership.

Co-sponsors include the Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies, Korea Institute, Edwin
0. Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies, Harvard University Asia Center, and
Harvard Kennedy School Japan Caucus.

PROGRAM ON U.S.-JAPAN RELATIONS

Weatherhead Center FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

THE PROGRAM ON U.S.-JAPAN RELATIONS is located within the Weatherhead Center
for International Affairs (WCFIA) at Harvard University, and promotes social science
research on Japan from comparative, global, and interdisciplinary perspectives. Every
academic year, the Program enables its postdoctoral fellows, visiting scholars, and
practitioners to conduct independent research and collaborate with Harvard faculty and
students. The Program sponsors weekly seminars, the Distinguished Visitor program,
study groups, conferences, and other activities.

The Program’s intellectual mandate includes a wide range of issues in U.S.-Japan
relations; contemporary Japanese culture, economy, politics, and society; common
problems of advanced democracies; international relations of East Asia; and global
governance of issues such as energy and environment.

Website: http://programs.wcfia.harvard.edu/us-japan/home



SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

ZHENG WANG
Associate Professor and Director, Center for Peace and Conflict Studies, School of
Diplomacy and International Relations, Seton Hall University

Professor Wang's research interests include Chinese politics and foreign policy,
nationalism, and conflict resolution. He is the author of Never Forget National
Humiliation: Historical Memory in Chinese Politics and Foreign Relations (Columbia,
2012), which won the International Studies Association’s Yale H. Ferguson Award. He
is also the co-editor of Clash of National Identities: China, Japan, and the East China
Sea Territorial Dispute (Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars Press, 2013)
and Contested Memories and Reconciliation Challenges: Japan and the Asia-Pacific on
the 70th Anniversary of the End of World War Il (\Woodrow Wilson International Center
for Scholars Press, 2015). Professor Wang has been a Global Fellow at the Kissinger
Institute on China and the United States of the Woodrow Wilson International Center
for Scholars; a member of the National Committee on United States-China Relations
(NCUSCRY; Senior Visiting Fellow at the China Center for the South China Sea Studies
of Nanjing University; Jennings Randolph Senior Fellow at the United States Institute
of Peace (USIP); and Senior Visiting Research Fellow at the National University of
Singapore.
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PANELISTS

AKIO TAKAHARA
Professor, Graduate School of Law and Politics, University of Tokyo

VICTOR CHA

D.S. Song-KF Endowed Chair in Government and International
Affairs, Georgetown University; Senior Advisor and Korea Chair,
Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)

SHEILA SMITH
Senior Fellow for Japan Studies, Council on Foreign Relations

ZHENG WANG

Associate Professor and Director, Center for Peace and Conflict
Studies, School of Diplomacy and International Relations, Seton Hall
University

MODERATOR:

SUSAN J. PHARR
Edwin O. Reischauer Professor of Japanese Politics, and
Director, WCFIA Program on U.S.-Japan Relations, Harvard University



SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

VICTOR CHA
D.S. Song-KF Endowed Chair in Government and International Affairs, Georgetown
University, and Senior Advisor and Korea Chair, Center for Strategic and International

Studies (CSIS)

Professor Cha is the author of Alignment Despite Antagonism: The United States-
Korea-Japan Security Triangle (Stanford University Press, 1999), winner of the
2000 Ohira Book Prize; Nuclear North Korea: A Debate on Engagement Strategies,
with David Kang (Columbia, 2004); Beyond the Final Score: The Politics of Sport in
Asia (Columbia, 2009); and The Impossible State: North Korea, Past and Future (Ecco,
2012), selected by Foreign Affairs magazine as a 2012 “Best Book on Asia and the
Pacific.” He also has a forthcoming book, Powerplay: Origins of the American Alliance
System in Asia (Princeton). His articles have appeared in journals including Foreign
Affairs, International Security, Political Science Quarterly, Survival, International
Studies Quarterly, and Asian Survey. From 2004 to 2007, Professor Cha served as
Director for Asian Affairs at the White House on the National Security Council (NSC),
where he was responsible primarily for Japan, the Korean peninsula, Australia/New
Zealand, and Pacific Island nation affairs.

SUSAN J. PHARR
Edwin O. Reischauer Professor of Japanese Politics, and Director, WCFIA Program on
U.S.-Japan Relations, Harvard University

Professor Pharr has published extensively on Japanese democracy, civil society,
media, and foreign policy from comparative and global perspectives. She is the author
of Political Women in Japan (California, 1981) and Losing Face: Status Politics in
Japan (California, 1990), and co-editor of Media and Politics in Japan (Hawaii, 1996),
Disaffected Democracies (Princeton, 2000), and The State of Civil Society in Japan
(Cambridge, 2003). At Harvard, she has served as Chair of the Government Department
and the Associate Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. She has also been Secretary
of the Board of Trustees of the Asia Foundation; a Commissioner of the Japan-U.S.
Friendship Commission; and a member of the U.S. panel of the U.S.-Japan Conference
on Cultural and Educational Interchange (CULCON). In 2008, the Japanese Government
honored Professor Pharr with the Imperial Decoration of the Order of the Rising Sun,
Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon, in recognition of her distinguished contributions to the
study of Japan and U.S.-Japan relations.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

SHEILA SMITH
Senior Fellow for Japan Studies, Council on Foreign Relations

Dr. Sheila Smith is the author of Intimate Rivals: Japanese Domestic Politics and
a Rising China (Columbia, 2015) and Japans New Politics and the U.S.-Japan
Alliance (Council on Foreign Relations, 2014). She is a regular contributor to the CFR
blog Asia Unbound, as well as to major media outlets in the United States and Asia.
She is also Vice Chair of the U.S. advisors to the U.S.-Japan Conference on Cultural and
Educational Exchange (CULCON). Dr. Smith has been a visiting scholar or researcher
at Keio University, University of Tokyo, University of the Ryukyus, Japan Institute of
International Affairs and Research Institute for Peace and Security. She joined CFR
from the East-West Center in 2007, where she directed a multinational research team
on the domestic politics of the U.S. military presence in Japan, South Korea, and the
Philippines. She teaches as an adjunct professor at the Asian Studies Department of
Georgetown University and serves on the board of its Journal of Asian Affairs. In the
fall of 2014, Smith began a new project on Northeast Asian Nationalisms and Alliance
Management.

AKIO TAKAHARA
Professor, Faculty of Law and Graduate School of Law and Politics, University of Tokyo

Professor Takahara's research interests include Chinese politics, political economy,
and foreign relations; Japan-China relations; and international relations of East Asia.
His many books include The Politics of Wage Policy in Post-Revolutionary China
(Macmillan, 1992), New Developments in East Asian Security (Akashi Shoten, 2005,
co-editor, in Japanese), The History of Japan-China Relations 1972~2012, Volume
One: Politics (University of Tokyo Press, 2012, co-editor, in Japanese), Modern History
of Japan-China Relations (Yuhikaku Publishing Co., 2013, co-author, in Japanese),
and Toward the Era of Developmentalism, 1972-2014 (lwanami Shoten, 2014, co-
author, in Japanese). Professor Takahara has been a Visiting Scholar at the Consulate-
General of Japan in Hong Kong (1989-91), the Japanese Embassy in Beijing (1996-
98), the Fairbank Center for East Asian Research at Harvard (2005-06), and at the School
of International Studies, Peking University (2014-15). He also serves as the Vice Dean of
the Graduate School of Public Policy(GraSPP) at the University of Tokyo, and as Senior
Fellow at Tokyo Foundation.



