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The symposium, “IS DEMOGRAPHY DESTINY? JAPAN 1IN
COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE” is supported by a grant from the
Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP).

Co-sponsored by the Edwin O. Reischauer Institute of Japanese
Studies, Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies, Korea
Institute, and Japan Society of Boston.

PROGRAM ON U.S.-JAPAN RELATIONS

Weatherhead Center FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

THE PROGRAM ON U.S.-JAPAN RELATIONS is located within the
Weatherhead Center for International Affairs (WCFIA) at Harvard
University, and promotes social science research on Japan from
comparative, global, and interdisciplinary perspectives. Every academic
year, the Program enables its postdoctoral fellows, visiting scholars,
and practitioners to conduct independent research and collaborate with
Harvard faculty and students. The Program sponsors weekly seminars,
the Distinguished Visitor program, study groups, conferences, and other
activities.

The Program'’s intellectual mandate includes a wide range of issues in
U.S.-Japan relations; contemporary Japanese culture, economy, politics,
and society; common problems of advanced democracies; international
relations of East Asia; and global governance of issues such as energy
and environment.
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

PAUL CHANG
Associate Professor of Sociology, Harvard University

Professor Chang’s research examines democratization, social change, civil
society, protest cycles, and human rights in South Korea from comparative
and transnational perspectives. His publications include Protest Dialectics:
State Repression and South Korea’s Democracy Movement, 1970-1979
(Stanford, 2015), South Korean Social Movements: From Democracy to
Civil Society (co-editor, Routledge, 2011), and articles in Social Forces,
Sociological Inquiry, Mobilization, Social Science Research, Journal of Korean
Studies, Korea Observer, and Routledge Handbook of Korean Society and
Culture. He is also a Co-Investigator for the National Research Foundation
of Korea grant on “Human Rights Information Sharing and Public Policy:
Constructing the Infrastructure for Human Rights Improvement.” His current
project explores the emergence of non-traditional family structures in South
Korea, including single-parent households, single-person households, and
multicultural families. Professor Chang received his B.A. from University of
California, Santa Cruz, M.A. from University of California, Los Angeles, M.T.S.
from Harvard Divinity School, and M.A. and Ph.D. (Sociology) from Stanford
University.
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

SUSAN J. PHARR
Edwin O. Reischauer Professor of Japanese Politics, and Director, WCFIA
Program on U.S.-Japan Relations, Harvard University

Professor Pharr has published extensively on democracy, women and
politics, and civil society in Japan from comparative and global perspectives.
She is the author of Political Women in Japan (California, 1981) and Losing
Face: Status Politics in Japan (California, 1990), and co-editor of Media
and Politics in Japan (Hawaii, 1996), Disaffected Democracies (Princeton,
2000), and The State of Civil Society in Japan (Cambridge, 2003). She has
served as Chair of Harvard’s Department of Government; Secretary of the
Board of Trustees of the Asia Foundation; Commissioner of the Japan-U.S.
Friendship Commission; and member of the U.S. panel of the U.S.-Japan
Conference on Cultural and Educational Interchange (CULCON). Professor
Pharr’s awards include the Imperial Decoration of the Order of the Rising
Sun, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon from the Government of Japan (2008),
and the Japan Foundation Award (2016). She received her B.A. (Political
Science) from Emory University, and M.A. and Ph.D. (Political Science) from
Columbia University.

MARY C. BRINTON
Reischauer Institute Professor of Sociology, Harvard University

Professor Brinton's research and teaching focus on gender inequality, labor
markets and employment, social demography, and contemporary Japanese
society. She is the author of Women and the Economic Miracle: Gender and
Work in Postwar Japan (California, 1993); and Lost in Transition: Youth,
Work, and Instability in Postindustrial Japan (Cambridge, 2011), winner of
the 2013 John Whitney Hall Book Prize. Her edited books include Women’s
Working Lives in East Asia (Stanford, 2001) and The Declining Significance
of Gender? (Russell Sage, 2006). Her articles have appeared in American
Journal of Sociology, American Sociological Review, Demographic Research,
Population and Development Review, Socio-Economic Review, and other
journals. She has been the Principal Investigator for grants received from
the National Science Foundation, Spencer Foundation, and the Weatherhead
Center Research Initiative. Professor Brinton received her B.A. (Linguistics)
from Stanford University, and M.A. (Japanese Studies) and M.A. and Ph.D.
(Sociology) from the University of Washington, Seattle.
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YOSHIO HIGUCHI

Professor, Department of Business and Commerce, Keio University

Professor Higuchi’s research interests include labor supply and mobility,
employment policy, labor supply behavior of women and older workers,
and Japanese firms’ employment practices. His many publications include
Investment on University Education and Intergenerational Transfer (Keiso
shobo, 2017), and articles in Journal of Population Economics, Journal of
Labor Economics, Japanese Economic Review, Japan Labor Review, Journal
of the Japanese and International Economics, and many other journals. He
has served as Dean and Chair of the Faculty of Business and Commerce at
Keio University, President of Japanese Economic Association, and a member
of the Japanese government’s councils on the Plan for Dynamic Engagement
of All Citizens, the Action Plan for Realization of Work Style Reform, and
other agendas. His many awards include Medal with Purple Ribbon from the
Government of Japan, Fukuzawa Prize from Keio University, and Mainichi
Shimbun's Economist Award. Professor Higuchi received his B.A., M.A., and
Ph.D. from Keio University.

MARGARITA ESTEVEZ-ABE

Visiting Senior Fellow, WCFIA Program on U.S.-Japan Relations, Harvard
University; Associate Professor of Political Science, Maxwell School of
Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University

Professor Estévez-Abe has published extensively on welfare states, gender
inequality, immigration and family care, and Japanese politics. She is the
author of Welfare Capitalism in Postwar Japan (Cambridge, 2008), winner of
the 2009 Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Prize, as well as articles in World Politics,
Journal of European Social Policy, Social Politics, Journal of Social Policy and
Administration, and Asian Survey. She is currently completing two book
manuscripts, titled Transforming Familialist States: A Comparative Study of
Italy, Japan, Korea and Spain, and Gender and the Varieties of Capitalism:
Political Economy of Female Work in Advanced Industrial Societies. She
has been Chair of Public Policy at Collegio Carlo Alberto (in Turin, Italy),
and currently serves as Editor of Social Politics and Co-Director of the
Center for European Studies at Syracuse University. Professor Estévez-Abe
received her B.A. and M.A. (Political Science) from Keio University, and Ph.D.
(Government) from Harvard University.



